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News/Updates 

 

Support Worthy Wages for Early Educators 
 

Did you know that North Carolina early educators are better educated than ever before, but the 

majority still don’t earn a worthy wage that recognizes their value and contribution to young 

children’s school readiness and success in school and in life? 
 

The typical early educator has two or four year degree, but only earn $10 per hour, and many are so 

poorly paid that they are eligible for public assistance. 
 

You can send a message to your own state legislators or Governor Pat McCrory via the Coalition’s 

Action Center.  Use this message below or send your own. 
 

“Early educators are the key to ensuring young children reach their potential and arrive at school 

healthy and ready to succeed.  Support teacher education and compensation by fully funding Child 

Care Subsidies, Smart Start, and NC PreK.” 
 

Visit the Coalition’s Action Center at www.capwiz.com/ncchildren and send your message today.  
 

           Thank you to all the early educators to make a difference in young children’s lives    and 

school readiness every day! 
 

Michele Rivest 

NC Child Care Coalition 

What does Kindergarten Readiness Mean? 
 

“In a study of 1,339 kindergarten teachers’ views on school readiness conducted in 1993, over 75 

percent of respondents felt that the top three readiness attributes were for a child to be a) 

physically healthy, rested, and well nourished, b) able to communicate his or her thoughts and 

needs in words, and c) curious and enthusiastic in their approach to new activities. More than half 

of the teachers in this study also indicated that readiness included not being disruptive, being 

sensitive to other children’s feelings, and being able to take turns and share. Ten percent or less 

thought being able to count to 20 or more or knowing the letters of the alphabet were important in 

terms of kindergarten readiness. More recent data from the ECLS-K study showed the importance 

of nonacademic readiness skills for kindergarten teachers. Specific academic tasks—such as 

using a pencil, knowing the names of colors and shapes, recognizing letters, or counting to 20 or 

more—were less likely to be rated as essential readiness qualities. With the exception of being 

able to use a pencil or brush, these tasks were rated as essential or very important by less than 

one-third of teachers. Conversely, over 75 percent of the 3,305 kindergarten teachers sampled in 

this study felt being able to follow directions and communicate both needs and thoughts, as well 

as not being disruptive, were more essential or very important readiness skills.  Additional 

smaller studies also find teachers believe nonacademic skills are more important for readiness. 

 

Full Policy Report:  http://www.nieer.org/resources/policyreports/report5.pdf  

View the Fact Sheet:  http://www.nieer.org/resources/factsheets/11.pdf  

 

 
Contributed by:  Tina Stuart, The Children’s Resource Center 

Resource:  “Prepared for Kindergarten:  What does „Readiness‟ mean?”, By Debra J. Ackerman and W. Steven Barnett, NIEER Policy Report 

(March 2005)  
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ECELS Health Capsule: Cleaning Products - Look for the new EPA Safer Choice Label 
 

Update:  This message contains working weblinks for the EPA Safer Choice Label 

 

The EPA has a new Safer Choice label program available at www2.epa.gov/saferchoice. This label will help 

consumers find safer cleaning products. Manufacturers can use the new label only if the EPA Scientists 

determine that every ingredient in the product is safe for humans and pets, meets environmental standards, and 

cleans well. As of April 29, 2015, the EPA has authorized use of the new Safer Choice label on over 2000 

cleaning products. Look for the label when purchasing products for your early childhood or school age 

program.  Also, you can search online for products that meet the Safer Choice Standard at http://

www2.epa.gov/saferchoice/products 

 

Libby Ungvary 

ECELS Director 

 

Check out our new website: 
 

www.childrensresourecenter.org 

Attention! 

 

Please remember to plan for CRC training classes by registering and 

paying at least 24 hours in advance of the desired class.   We 

understand if you register but cannot attend, however, please call so 

that we may plan accordingly.  We have had several classes of no 

shows and in some instances this has prevented participants on a 

waiting list from attending a class that they could have otherwise 

attended.  We strive for everyone to have an opportunity to fulfill their 

training needs.  Thank you in advance for you cooperation.   

www2.epa.gov/saferchoice
http://www.ecels-healthychildcarepa.org/administrator/components/com_civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=3253&qid=95700
http://www.ecels-healthychildcarepa.org/administrator/components/com_civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=3253&qid=95700
http://www.childrensresourcecenter.org
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www.cdc.gov/ActEarly 
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www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks  



The mission of The Children’s Resource Center is to ensure that all children and their families in Catawba County have access to quality, reliable, child care and developmental 
opportunities.  All services, programs, activities and employment practices of The Children’s Resource Center are available to all people regardless of race, color, religion, age, 

national origin, sex, handicap, or political affiliation. 
The Children’s Resource Center is a Smart Start funded project through the Catawba County Partnership For Children. 
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